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closing on my district and on every American’s
capital city. I urge all Members to support this
resolution.
f

SUPPORT THE POSTAL SERVICE
CORE BUSINESS ACT

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 1996

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to join my colleague, Mr. HUNTER, in in-
troducing the Postal Core Business Act of
1996. This important legislation works to pre-
vent the U.S. Postal Service [USPS] from un-
fairly competing with a small business indus-
try, known as the Commercial Mail Receiving
Agency [CMRA]. The livelihoods of those who
own and operate small commercial packing
stores throughout the country, like Mail Boxes
Etc. and Postal Annex, are in danger. Approxi-
mately 10,000 CMRA businesses may be
forced to close their doors due to the USPS’
tax-free expansion into services already pro-
vided by private packaging stores.

These expanded services include wrapping,
packaging, and shipping of items, and the
USPS may expand beyond that. The USPS is
opening stores throughout the country, many
in locations very near private companies who
already provide these services. The fact is that
the USPS does not fairly compete. They do
not charge State or local tax on retail items,
they are insured by the Government, and they
often do not pay the Federal, State, and local
taxes that private companies do. These are
only some of the advantages enjoyed by the
USPS, creating a playing field tilted against
private industry. Moreover, when a customer
brings an item to be packaged by the USPS,
the USPS requires that the customer send the
package through U.S. mail. Commercial mail
companies do not require this of their cus-
tomers.

The legislation we introduce today will allow
the USPS to continue improving their goal of
timely and effective delivery of mail, but will
prevent them from unfairly competing with
small business. Under our bill, the USPS will
not be able to expand their services beyond
what they were offering as of January 1, 1994.
This is a reasonable approach to protecting
jobs and satisfying American consumers seek-
ing adequate postal services.

The livelihood of Americans is being threat-
ened by the Federal Government. We must
prevent small businesses from going out of
business at the hand of the Federal Govern-
ment. This will certainly happen unless the
USPS is prevented from unfairly competing
with commercial mail companies. I encourage
my colleagues to join me in support of this im-
portant legislation.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. WILLIAM F. CLINGER, JR.
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 1996

Mr. CLINGER. Mr. Speaker, on June 19,
1996, I was unavoidably detained and missed
rollcall votes 254, 255, 256, and 257 during

consideration of H.R. 3662, a bill making ap-
propriations for fiscal year 1997 for the De-
partment of Interior and related agencies.

Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘no’’ on rollcall 254, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 255, ‘‘no’’
on rollcall 256, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 257.

I ask unanimous consent that my statement
appear in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD imme-
diately following these votes.
f

CHAMPION, INC., 75TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. BART STUPAK
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 20, 1996

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, and Members of
the U.S. House of Representatives, it is an
honor for me to bring to the attention of the
House of Representatives and the Nation that
Champion, Inc. of Iron Mountain, MI, is cele-
brating 75 years of service to the upper penin-
sula and the Nation on June 21, 1996. Medio
Bacco, an immigrant road-builder opened the
doors of Champion Gravel Co. on June 21,
1921. Through the hard work and dedication
of Mr. Bacco, his nephew Louis Verrette, and
Louis’ son, William Verrette, Champion Gravel
Co. has become Champion, Inc. and is known
today as one of the most successful gravel,
redimix, and construction companies in the
State of Michigan.

Medio Bacco founded Champion 75 years
ago in Iron Mountain, where its headquarters
are still located today. In 1927, Mr. Bacco’s
14-year-old nephew, Louis Verrette came to
him looking for a summer job and was as-
signed the position of assistant timekeeper for
a paving job being completed from the Stur-
geon River bridge to the Delta County line. He
continued working for his uncle during his
summer vacations until he graduated from
Michigan Technological Institute in 1934.

Upon graduation Louis joined Champion’s
Service & Supply Co., located where Cham-
pion’s Lake Shore Engineering Co., presently
stands. After 8 years at the Service & Supply
Co., Louis Verrette was called upon to serve
his country in World War II. When the war
ended, Lt. Col. Louis Verrette returned to his
family in Iron Mountain and to Champion
where he took over as president. Medio Bacco
retired and became chairman of the board.

Champion Gravel Co. saw many changes
when Louis Verrette took hold of the reins. On
December 6, 1945, Champion Gravel Co. be-
came Champion, Inc. Louis began touring
Champion’s various gravel plants but was un-
happy with their conditions. He vowed to make
the necessary improvements to keep the
plants producing to capacity. With this im-
provement underway, Louis Verrette was able
to concentrate on expanding the dimensions
of the company by developing projects aimed
at keeping Champion busy during the winter
months when road construction was not pos-
sible. As a result, Champion began providing
services and supplies to iron and copper
mines throughout Michigan and Minnesota.

As Champion grew so did the size of its
projects. Throughout the 1950’s and 1960’s,
Champion, Inc. was involved with construction
of several military installations throughout
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. Both
Kincheloe Air Force Base and K.I. Sawyer Air

Force Base owe thanks to Champion for many
of their buildings. Champion has also been in-
strumental in the construction of the Inter-
national Bridge at Sault Ste. Marie and most
universities constructed or expanded in the
last 75 years signed their construction con-
tracts with Champion, Inc.

In 1950 Medio Bacco divested himself of
Champion stock, making Louis Verrette chief
stockholder. A new waive of opportunities met
the company during the 1960’s as nuclear
construction developed. Cement used for nu-
clear plants had to meet higher standards than
general cement, and Champion’s concrete
made the grade. The company continued to
build and service various nuclear projects
across the Nation until 1984.

In 1971, Louis Verrette became chairman of
the board and his son, William Verrette, re-
placed him as president. Champion continued
to grow under Bill’s supervision. In 1989 and
1990, Champion acquired Herman Gundlach,
Co. of Houghton, MI, and Charter, Inc. of
Ishpeming respectively. These latest acquisi-
tions have strengthened Champion both finan-
cially and geographically. Champion, Inc. cur-
rently has satellite offices throughout Michi-
gan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Tennessee.

The 75th anniversary celebration being held
on June 20 and 21, 1996, is a tribute to
Champion’s many employees, suppliers, cus-
tomers, and friends. In reflecting on the last 75
years William Verrette recognizes the compa-
ny’s success is owed to ‘‘so many good peo-
ple * * * our managers, office staff, field per-
sonnel, customers, and friends.’’

Mr. Speaker, I would like to commend
Champion, Inc. on their 75th anniversary for
the hard work and dedication they have shown
the people of Michigan and the Nation. I am
pleased that Michigan counts the Verette fam-
ily as one of our most outstanding families,
and that I can count on them as personal
friends.
f

CHURCH ARSON PREVENTION ACT
OF 1996

SPEECH OF

HON. WILLIAM J. MARTINI
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 1996
Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

commend my House colleagues for the unani-
mous support shown for H.R. 3525, the
Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996. We
have sent a clear and unmistakable message
that this Congress stands united against ha-
tred.

Since October 1991, we have witnessed
more than 100 different acts of probable arson
specifically targeting churches. Over half of
the churches burned have been predominantly
African-American congregations.

Mr. Speaker, it is one thing to stand up and
vigorously denounce these racist and
antireligious hate crimes; however, it is far
more important to actually do something about
them. We need the ability to combat this prob-
lem and that is why H.R. 3525 is more than
a simple denouncement. It will give the Fed-
eral Government the ability to prosecute and
punish those who burn or desecrate religious
property. Furthermore, it will also bring aid to
the victims of these crimes, who are often
underinsured or completely uninsured.
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